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Volunteer SAT proctors (from left to 
right) Phil Noelke, Ron Ramage, Marty 
Gay, Tim Caldwell, David Brader and 
Angela Herr donate their proctor fees to 
the Jefferson County Technical Trades 
Endowed Scholarship Fund, which is one 
of two new funds recently invested with 
the Jefferson County Community 
Foundation that will provide scholarship 
monies for Jefferson County high school 
seniors pursuing higher education. 
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An anonymous $10,000 donation to the University Women’s Foundation Scholarship Fund 

announced April 19 will be invested with the 
Jefferson County Community Foundation. It’s 
one of two new funds at the Community 
Foundation that will provide scholarship 
monies for Jefferson County high school 
seniors pursuing higher education. Pictured at 
last year’s scholars recognition event are (left to 
right) UWF Scholarship Director Judy 
McCutchen, Scholars Recognition Committee 
Chair Jan Johnston, and 2007 high school 
scholarship recipient Robin Van Dyke from 
Chimacum High School. 
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Community Foundation to host two new scholarship funds  
for local high school students 

Partners are AAUW Foundation and PT Chamber 
 
Port Townsend, Wash.—Two new funds providing scholarships for Jefferson County students 
pursuing higher education have been established with the Jefferson County Community 
Foundation, furthering its mission of building permanent funds for the charitable benefit of the 
residents of Jefferson County. 
 



The philanthropic arm of the Port Townsend branch of the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW) is one fund’s recipient; a loose consortium of economic development 
agencies, headed by the Port Townsend Chamber of Commerce, is the other fund’s originator.  
 
Both funds are expected to begin providing scholarship monies for high school seniors 
graduating in 2009. 
 
AAUW scholarship for girls 
An anonymous $10,000 donation to AAUW’s ongoing scholarship efforts was announced today, 
April 19, at the annual meeting of the Port Townsend branch, which is celebrating its 60th 
anniversary in 2008. The money, which will be invested with the Jefferson County Community 
Foundation, benefits the University Women’s Foundation Scholarship Fund and will go toward 
awarding three $1,500 scholarships annually to college-bound senior girls from each of the 
county’s three public high schools.  
 
“This is a big donation and it’s a new way of providing certainty in funding our scholarships,” 
says Katherine Buchanan, president of the University Women’s Foundation (UWF), which was 
established in 1994 by AAUW to promote education and equity for women and girls in Jefferson 
County. “It provides an easier way for us to accomplish our goals.” 
 
Of the seven different fund options currently offered by the Community Foundation, the 
anonymous donor chose a “designated fund.” This type of fund is ideal for donors with strong 
ties to a particular organization. It allows them to support a specific community need or create a 
new program to support a local cause. The donor “designates” a charitable organization that the 
fund will support (e.g., UWF) during and after his or her lifetime. The Foundation actively 
monitors all grantees, and if the beneficiary organization ceases to exist, the gift is redirected to 
an organization with a similar mission. 
 
The main fundraiser for local AAUW scholarships is the Kitchen Tour. This year, the 11th 
Annual Kitchen Tour will be held in Cape George on Saturday, April 26. See www.aauwpt.org 
for ticket info and details. 
 
Technical trades scholarship 
Another scholarship opportunity, open to both boys and girls, is provided by the Jefferson 
County Technical Trades Endowed Scholarship Fund established by the Port Townsend 
Chamber of Commerce and the former Economic Development Council (EDC) of Jefferson 
County. It will have reached its endowment goal of $10,000 by the spring of 2009 and will begin 
awarding a $500 scholarship annually to a trade-school bound senior from Jefferson County. The 
number of scholarships awarded will increase as the fund does. 
 
The idea for the technical trades scholarship came about 10 years ago, and was initially funded 
by individual donations and Port Townsend Noon Rotary. Ongoing funding has come from a 
unique program spearheaded by Port Townsend Chamber General Manager Tim Caldwell and 
the Port Townsend School District. Port Townsend High School hosts six SAT test dates 
throughout the year, and community members who volunteer to proctor the six-hour college 
entrance exam donate their $100 proctor fee to the scholarship fund.  
 
Caldwell reports that $3,000 was raised last year through the SAT proctor program, thanks to the 
efforts of stalwart volunteers such as David Brader, Angela Herr, Bruce Marston, Phil Noelke 
and Ron Ramage. He notes that volunteers are still needed for the final two Saturday test dates 



on May 3 and June 7; to sign up, contact Caldwell at tim@ptchamber.org or 360-385-7869. 
 
Two years ago, the Chamber board voted to endow the technical trades scholarship; prior to that, 
the scholarship amounts were dependent on how much money had been raised that year. Soon 
the fund, which is invested with the Jefferson County Community Foundation, will provide 
scholarships in perpetuity. “The fund’s not going to go down; it’s only going to go up,” says 
Caldwell, musing, “I see offering a full-ride scholarship to MIT or Stanford in the future.” 
 
How soon in the future depends on how fast the fund grows with new donations and investment 
returns. The Jefferson County Community Foundation invests under the umbrella of The Greater 
Tacoma Community Foundation, which has a mature track record of solid returns for the $74 
million in assets under its management.  
 
New scholarship funds (which may or may not be endowed) can be customized through the 
Jefferson County Community Foundation to provide educational opportunities for graduates of 
certain schools, for studies in specific fields, or for programs at particular institutions of higher 
education. Management fees vary according to the service provided by the Foundation in 
soliciting applications and recommending recipients. 
 
Donor services 
Each scholarship donor is employing the services of the Community Foundation for different 
reasons. The technical trades scholarship organizers were looking for relief from the tasks of 
application guideline development, noticing, and review. “It was becoming a bigger process than 
we anticipated,” says the Chamber’s Caldwell. “We’d much rather just fill the coffers and leave 
the decision-making to someone else.” In response, the Community Foundation will set up a 
committee of community members to solicit and review the scholarship applications from this 
and other future scholarship funds. 
 
“The Community Foundation can provide leadership for the mission of the scholarship and an 
educational outreach network,” says the Foundation’s philanthropic consultant Kristina Mayer. 
Her background happens to be in education; she’s a former teacher and principal who currently 
serves on the Washington State Board of Education. 
 
In contrast, the AAUW’s scholarship committee will continue to set its own guidelines and select 
recipients through review of student portfolios. In this case, the loyal anonymous donor wished 
to provide long-term security and certainty for the organization she wished to support. Mayer 
says the donor requested that the $10,000 fund distribute $500 per year for the first five years, 
$750 per year for the second five years, and $1,000 per year after that until the fund balance is 
depleted.  
 
“It’s using the tool of the community foundation to extend the life of the gift,” says the AAUW’s 
Buchanan. “I see it as a symbiotic relationship. We’ll select the high school scholarship winners 
and they’ll help provide the funding. The automatic donations will certainly take a load off the 
scholarship director’s mind.”  
 
Donations to either scholarship fund are encouraged and are easy to make through the 
Community Foundation. Contact Kristina Mayer at kris@jccfgives.org or 360-379-3667, or visit 
www.jccfgives.org for more information.  
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